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Asked as to what he thought of the non-payment of the Poll-tax organized
by the Kenya Indians, Mahatmaji replied :
As the Poll-tax affected only 4,000 Indians, its non-payment
is not calculated to develop into a sharp struggle. It is, however,
bound to result in securing discipline and order amongst the
Indians, though it does not involve intense suffering. Europeans
must feel that Indians are determined and would no longer sub-
mit to injustice,
Pointing to Mr. Sastri*s attitude^ he said that Indians here must continue
to give their moral support even as Indians in Kenya must persevere in the
struggle.
Further asked as to what he thought of the Congress proceedings of
the past two years, Mahatmaji frankly confessed that he had not been able
to study the Congress proceedings of the past two years.
Current events so much occupy such time as my feeble health
allows me to spare. But even if I had leisure to study the Con-
gress literature during the past two years, I should hesitate to
judge or criticize the action of my co-workers. It is so easy to be
wise after the event. But it is not equally easy to come to a just
decision. But I have faith enough in the probity, single-mindedness
and devotion of the principal Congress workers whether they were
for entering the Councils or against. It was an honest difference of
opinion. Such honest differences will remain so long as we are
what we are. In my opinion, it is a healthy sign when people refuse
to surrender their opinions for the sake of achieving a superficial
unity.
Our representative further asked, "I have noticed your remarks about
the Labour Government's Indian policy in the Times. Would yuu give the
same opinion even if the Labour Government were in power with an over-
whelming majority?"
I do not think I should much alter my view because, even
with an overwhelming majority, unless a Labour Government pla-
ces principles before popularity, it will be difficult for it to
shoulder a really liberal measure for India without risking its
domestic policy.
As the talk drifted to the political events of the past two years, Mahatmaji
expressed his profound satisfaction at the result of the Borsad satyagraha and
remarked1:
The lesson that Borsad satyagraha teaches is of inestimable
importance. Whilst it is true that the Government of Bombay
deserved to be complimented upon its reasonableness and sagacity